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Noreasontoban PET packagmg,
Tevoke notifcation:Sientists o minisry

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
PUNE, APRIL22

PEAKING at thesemi-
Snar Know your PET
packaging — Separate
the myths from the facts at
* CSIR National ChemicalLab-
oratory, scientisty said the
Ministryof Healthand Family
Welfare (MHFW) should e-
- onsider thenotification pro- 0
‘posingabanonPoly-Ethylene ¢
Terehthalate (PET)packag:
ingfor pharmaceutica prod-
uets. According to the scien-
s, the proposedmove s ot
based onany existing practce
o known scence and hence,
unjusifed.
Speakngon the occasion,
Swaminathan Sivaram,former
director, CSIRNCL, said
packaging foodand medicines
in PET containers was com

pletely safe. “There is a mis-
conception about laching of
hthalates and migration of
the heavy metalsinthe context
of PET containers, This s -
comrect Thechemistryof PET
isSuchhat the manufactureof
the PET resin and it frther
processing into bottes does
not involv the use of phtha-
late,whichhelongtothe lass

of chemicals called plstici

1" besaid There wasunee:
cssaryoonfuslon overtheword
‘hthalats ncase ofPET e
added. PET does not oontai
endocrine disruptors ke -
Octyphthelates, aminesorany
poRycompounds,

Prakash P Wadgaonkr,
chiefscentist polymerscience
and engineering. division,
CSIRNCL said that no two

plastcs were the same, and

each plastc had  diferent

T ]
THERE aestie
specifcationsfor PET
packaging offood and
pharmaceutical,
Also, pharmaceutlcal
Companies ae
mandated to conduct
. Sabltytest'as por
theWHO-ceated
ICH guidelings

chemistry. PETis made from
sufeconstituentssuchasPTA,
[PA and MEG. PET polymer
doesnotcontain BisphenokA
or low molecular weight ph-
thalates, which are more
widely known for teir use s
plastcsersinPVC, Morcover,
the structure of PET resin s
Such thatthe antimony, acata

Ist, used in extremely smal

amounts, cannot easily leach

outOf thestrong polymer mok
eculesinwhichit remainsen-
trapped, Hence, PET contain-
ersaresafevehiclstopackage
food and medicines

Talking on the manufac

" turing process of the PET

resin, Venugopal Premnath,
senior principal scientst,
CSIRNCL, seidthre was no
need for use of other heavy
metalssiuch a ead, cadmium
O chromiumin the manufac-
fureor processingofPET con-
taners. AL, colourantsused
inPETare US-FDAapproved
forfood contact applicaions,
These areafe for humans,
In fact, the Bureau of In-
dian Standards has set strin-
gent specifications for PET
packaging ofpharmaceutical
andfood, whichhhave beenfol-

lowed for the past 28 years
Pharmaceutical companies
aremandated o conduct ta
biliytets'as per the WHO-
created ICH (Intemational
Conference on Harmonisa-
ton) guideinestoensurethat
the packaging materal cary
ingmedicnesissafc, Pharma-
ceutical conapanies have al
ready moved from glass to
PET bottles, following the
[CH guidelins,
Ashish Lele,chiefcien-
tstandchair, Polymer Sience
and Engineering Division

CSTRNCL uidthatPET ot

tleswere manufactured by a
simple injection stretch blow
moulding ISBM)system, un-
ke the complex process for
manufacureof gas.PET s |
much lighterthan s, henc,

convenienttocary, especially
forchildrenandolder patients,
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